
2nd Week of Advent: Peace Liturgy 

Invocation

All: May we embody the spirit of shalom in our 
songs and deeds to proclaim freedom for all.

All: What could it mean to be a refuge for others 
or even the lost parts of ourselves?

Prayer of Transformation and Grace

All: May we hold on to and support each other, knowing 
that safety is shared work. (Light the two candles)

All: Bless us in our longing and believing, in Christ 
Emmanuel. Amen.

All: With our hearts pointed towards the morning sun 
and our spirits open to your good news. Amen. 

Prayer of Dedication

Litany of the Advent Candle

THE GREATEST OF THESE...  

LOVE...



Children’s Moment

The Rev. Louis Edward Nollau was a 19th-century German immigrant, minister, and founder of several St. Louis-area 
health and human service organizations in the United Church of Christ. In the wake of a horrible cholera epidemic, 
countless children lost their parents, leaving them without support or a place to live. Being moved by the lives of 
these children, the Rev. Nollau began to gather others to raise money and resources for a home and school for these 
children. But there were those in his congregation who said, “Why pastor, we haven’t a thing with which to start an 
orphan’s home.” “Oh yes we have,” Nollau replied. “We have everything we need; we have the children (the orphans).” 

Through his passion and partnering with others, the German Protestant Orphan’s Home was founded in 1858. Today, 
this organization is called Every Child’s Hope and continues to provide services for children and youth in St. Louis. The 
Rev. Nollau also established Good Samaritan Hospital, which cared for patients of any religious or racial background—a 
rarity for the time.

Today, these organizations are part of the Council for Health and Human Service Ministries of The United Church of 
Christ, more commonly called CHHSM. All over the country, there are hundreds of hospitals, mental health facilities, 
affordable housing, transitional housing, services for people with disabilities, and other types of ministries that live into 
the mission of the UCC beyond the church walls. These organizations started out much like Edward Nollau did—with a 
passion and vision for making the world a more just, peaceful, and caring place. He reminds us that it is everyday people 
responding to the world around them that make the biggest difference. 

What kinds of causes do you care deeply about? Perhaps it is the environment, mental wellness, the rights of children, or 
world peace. What is your vision for a world with more kindness, care, and community? How might Spirit be calling you 
into loving action this Advent season? 

THE GREATEST OF THESE...  

LOVE...


